
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The information below is for the farmers and ranchers who applied for and received a 
one-time, lump-sum award from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
under the USDA Discrimination Financial Assistance Program (DFAP). DFAP was created 
to address the consequences of prior discrimination by USDA in USDA farm lending. This 
general information will help people who receive these USDA DFAP awards understand 
the potential impact of the money on SNAP benefits. 

The USDA DFAP Award may affect your SNAP eligibility.  
Everyone’s situation is different. Be sure to consult an attorney or 

advocate knowledgeable about SNAP in your state for advice. 

See below for a list of resources. 

 
What are SNAP benefits?  
 
SNAP is a federal program that provides benefits to low-income households to help pay 
for food at local grocery stores. SNAP benefits are administered by state human service 
agencies. SNAP eligibility and program rules differ in each state.     
  
How could my USDA DFAP award affect my SNAP benefits?  
 
Your eligibility for SNAP depends on your household’s income, assets/resources, and 
household composition. In Nevada, most SNAP households, approximately 85 percent, 
are approved under a qualifier known as Categorical Eligibility. For these households, 
resources are not countable for SNAP eligibility determinations. The lump-sum award 
you receive from the USDA DFAP is considered a resource, not income. not income, but 
a resource. For the remaining 15 percent of SNAP households, if your total resources 
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increase above the maximum allowed by SNAP, you will no longer be eligible for SNAP. 
But if you remain eligible, your DFAP award will not affect the amount of SNAP you 
receive.   
 
When is my USDA DFAP award considered “income” for SNAP?  
 
A one-time, lump-sum payment by the government, like the USDA DFAP award, is never 
considered income for SNAP purposes.   
  
When is my USDA DFAP award considered a “resource?”  
 
Any of the USDA DFAP award left over after the month you receive it is a resource. For 
example: if you receive an award of $5,000 in June, and you spend $1,000 in June, the 
remaining $4,000 is a resource beginning in July and continuing each following month 
you have the money.     
 
What are the SNAP resource limits in my state?  
 
In Nevada, SNAP resource limits are:    
▪ $4,250 when one or more household members is age 60 years or older, or is 

disabled;   
▪ $2,750 for all other households. 

 

What can I do to avoid or minimize the impact of the USDA DFAP 
award on my SNAP benefits?   
 
If your USDA DFAP award will increase your resources above the limit, you can avoid its 
impact on your SNAP benefits by spending it in the month you receive it. It is a good idea 
to save receipts or other documentation of how you spent it, just in case your state 
agency has questions.   
  
Some permissible ways to spend the DFAP award include: paying off bills (e.g. past due 
rent, utilities, credit cards); buying new furniture or household goods; buying new farm 
equipment; buying an irrevocable prepaid burial policy; buying gift cards for stores you 
often shop at (Wal-Mart, grocery store). Generally, it is not a good idea to pre-pay rent. 
If you have a large amount of money, consider funding a 529 account (for children’s 
educational expenses) or an ABLE account (savings for people who were disabled before 
age 26). Neither of these accounts are considered resources for SNAP.  
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DO NOT GIVE THE MONEY AWAY.  Giving away the money could make you ineligible for 
the SNAP program for up to one year.  
 

Do I need to report the USDA DFAP award to the human services 
agency in my state?  
 
Best practice is to report all significant income and resource changes within 10 days of 
the change. Keep all receipts and other documentation of how the funds were spent in 
case your state agency asks you to prove you no longer have the funds available to you.  
 
If you or any household member is receiving TANF or Medicaid benefits you must report 
all changes in employment status (got/lost a job, promotion, full-time to part-time or 
part-time to full-time, hourly rate of pay or salaried rate of pay); changes of $50 or more 
in unearned income such as Social Security, unemployment, veteran's benefits; changes 
in expenses or someone moving in or out of your home. These changes must be 
reported by the fifth of the month following the month the change happened.   
  
How do I get information about my SNAP benefits?  
 
Contact your state SNAP agency. You can find contact info at 
https://dwss.nv.gov/Contact/Welfare/. 
 
Where can I find more resources related to the impact of the 
USDA DFAP award on my SNAP benefits?  
 
For more information, individuals may call Nevada Legal Services (NLS) for potential 
limited advice. Visit https://nevadalegalservices.org. Follow instructions on their website 
to complete the Online Intake application (you will need an email address). To qualify for 
their services, individuals must meet eligibility requirements becuase in most 
circumstances NLS only serves people that are below the federal poverty guidelines.  
  
▪ To contact the Las Vegas office, please call 702-386-0404 or 866-432-0404. No 

walk-ins at the moment.  
▪ To contact the Reno office, please call 775-284-3491 or 800-323-8666. Walk-ins are 

accepted up to 30 minutes before close Monday-Thursday.  
▪ To contact the Carson City office, please call 775-883-0404. No walk-ins at the 

moment.  

https://dwss.nv.gov/Contact/Welfare/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus-west-2.protection.sophos.com%2F%3Fd%3Dnevadalegalservices.org%26u%3DaHR0cHM6Ly9uZXZhZGFsZWdhbHNlcnZpY2VzLm9yZw%3D%3D%26p%3Dm%26i%3DNjYxNzM3YzI0YjJiODYzZWEyOGQ3NDEx%26t%3DL3BHKzNNVjA2QThUSHA3WHExdWlNNlVLNXFLQUs0Mi9BRTZSL3ZkOHcwbz0%3D%26h%3D63f355b569d644bda51e16d363406104%26s%3DAVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVbCjbnSNA5QBVSacnybVANbiJuh2OGvkpns3x3b4p7hPw&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4c1bfea47d9542efea1308dcb1a29d84%7C883538384b234a8f82cd5c08c43b46f6%7C0%7C0%7C638580559217025469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fjzic9G2X%2BxPrZrWVSk5NW9Vof5rG4KIetAoYiJUzks%3D&reserved=0
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▪ To contact the Yerington office, please call 775-463-1222. Office hours are 
Monday-Thursday 9 am-5 pm, Fri 9 am-1 pm. Walk-ins are accepted up to 30 
minutes before close. 

▪ To contact the Elko office, please call 775-753-5880. Office hours are Monday-
Thursday 8 am-4 pm, Fri 8 am-12 pm. Walk-ins are accepted up to 30 minutes 
before close.  

  
Additional resources and information are available at https://www.nlada.org/USDA-
DFAP/award-recipients.  
 
For general questions about your DFAP award, contact the DFAP Call Center at 1-800-
721-0970.  

https://www.nlada.org/USDA-DFAP/award-recipients
https://www.nlada.org/USDA-DFAP/award-recipients

